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Great   Britain  and   France,   Germany  and
Belgium,   Spain   and   Czechoslovakia,   but
not commanding positions.    They are not,
moreover, gaining substantially In strength.
There have, It Is true, been two Labour, or
Socialist,   Governments   in   Great   Britain,
but both of them were in a minority in the
House of Commons, resting on the support
of the Liberals.    The Social-Democrats in
Germany have helped to keep several coali-
tion administrations in power, and in Prussia
they  have  for  some   years  been  in  office
themselves,   but   their   position   Is  on   the
whole  static.    The  French  Socialists have
been in opposition ever since the war and
there  is   no  immediate  prospect  of  their
being anything else.    In some of the small
countries,   such   as   Belgium   and   Austria,
they are stronger, but there is no ground
for looking forward to the coming decade
as the era of Socialism, if by that is to be
understood Socialism as an organised political
force.   The spread of Socialist ideas is another
matter.    Indeed, the assimilation of Socialist
doctrines by other schools of political thought
everywhere has done as much as anything
to retard the growth of Socialism as a separate
political entity.   So far as organised Socialism
does Influence national politics it is uniformly